Children’s Administration
Supporting Measures
Monthly Trend Report

August 2002

l

Department of Social and Health Services Children’s Administration

PO Box 45710, Olympia WA 98504
360.902.7949



CHILDREN’S ADMINISTRATION AUGUST 2002
OUTCOMES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

T S /0 2
TRENDS IN FOUNDED RATE.....ciccttiieiitteeeiiteeecesteesessaseesssstesesasseesssassesesassesesassaesssassseassssesesaseessaassseessssesesanssesssasseeesssenessnssenesans 2
PLACEMENT RE-ENTRY/PRIOR PLACEMENTS......viiititiiteeietesesteesstesstesssbesssessstesssssssssesssssssssesssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssessssesssesssnes 3

PERMANENCY: TRENDS I IN PLACEMENT ...ttt ettt e ettt ae e e s st e e s e ste s s saaaesssab e e e sasbesessbanasssabesesasensssrens 4
CHILDREN IN OUT OF HOME CARE ... .eciiiiiiiitttetiiee e e sttt iie s s s s seababeeas s s st asababaeesesssasssb b s e ssasssessa b b e b eeaasse s abbabeeeseessasbbbbeeesesssessssbanens 4
OFFICE ENTRY/EXIT RATIO ettt ettt sttt e s ettt e ettt e s s bt e e s s ebb e e s s aabaeessabaee s e sbe e e sasbeeessabeees e sbeeesamseesssabeeesssnbenesensensssanens 5
NUMBER OF PLACEMENT ENTRIES, EXITS, AND PLACEMENT RATE ..uuiiiiiiiiiiiitiiii e iiiittiie s e s s esibsbees s e s s s e sssbasesesssesasbasssesssesnnns 6
NUMBER OF OUT OF HOME DEPENDENCIES ESTABLISHED. ....cciiiiiittitiieeeeiieiibariiesesssesisssesesssssasssssssssssssesssssssssesssssssssssssesssssssnns 7
NUMBER OF CHILDREN BECOMING LEGALLY FREE ......ccccttttiiii ittt ettt s s sesibaba e e s e s s s e sabbbssa s e s s s e saabbasesasssesansbasssasssesnnsns 7
NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN PAID CARE AND ADOPTION SUPPORT ....vveiiiiteieeiitereeesseeessssseesssssesesasssssssssssesssssesssassssesssssesssssesesans 8
NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN PAID CARE AND ADOPTION SUPPORT REGIONAL TRENDS .....cciictiieieiteeeeiireeeeessrereeeseeessseeesssssesesns 9

PERMANENCY: INCREASE PERMANENCY FOR CHILDREN IN OUT-OF-HOME CARE.........coooviiieeeeieeens 10
ADOPTIONS. PERCENTSOF ALL CHILDREN IN CARE, AND OF ALL LEGALLY FREE CHILDREN WITH PLAN OF ADOPTION .......... 10
ALTERNATIVE STABILITY MEASURE: PERCENT WITH NO MORE THAN 2 PLACEMENT HOMES PER YEAR IN CARE........cccvvee.... 11
ALTERNATIVE STABILITY MEASURE: PLACEMENT STABILIZATION ..uuutiiiiiiiiiitiriieiessiesisrssesesssesssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssessesss 12
NUMBER IN CARE MORE THAN TWO YEARS AND MEDIAN TIME IN CARE.....tttiiiiiiiiiitiriies e esiiberise s s sessabssssessssssssbssssesssssnnns 13

PERMANENCY: DATA INTEGRITY MEASURES ..o, ERROR! BOOKMARK NOT DEFINED.
EVENT START DATA ENTRY LAG: PERCENT OF EVENTS ENTERED WITHIN TEN DAYS..... ERROR! BOOKMARK NOT DEFINED.

EPISODE CLOSURE DATA ENTRY LAG: PERCENT OF EPISODE CLOSURES ENTERED WITHIN TEN DAYSERROR! BOOKMARK
NOT DEFINED.

Data Integration & Distribution Unit



CHILDREN’S ADMINISTRATION AuUGUST 2002
OUTCOMES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

SAFETY
Trends in Founded Rate

For reference, the state and regional founded rates (based on family case ID) are shown here. The
victim recurrence rates will decline if the founded rate declines, independent of any changesin
practice that may affect the recurrence rates.

Trend Analysis: The proportion of all investigated CPS referrals that are founded has declined
steeply in Washington State since implementation of the notification letter requirement, from around
40% in 1994 — 1998 to just above 20% in 2000 to early 2001, and has more recently showed an
additional decline to below 19%. Similar declines in the founded rate have also been experienced
in other states where notification letter requirements have been introduced. In these states, an
initial decline has been followed after about two years by a gradual increase in the founded rate.
The founded rate returns to levels close to those seen prior to implementation of notification letters.
So far, we have not seen this increase in Washington State; However, recent indicators show
marked increase by the state and nearly all regions.
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Safety: Reduce CPS Placement Re-Entry

Prior Placements
Percent of children currently in a CA/N-related placement who had a previous CA/N-related
placement in the prior 12 months

Regional Performance, FY 2001
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Explanatory Notes and Calculation Details: Dueto thelack of adirect link in CAM 1S between referral and placement data,
thismeasureisNOT defined with referenceto CPSreferrals. Until a morereliable link between CPS placement and
referral information is developed, we report here asatemporary substitute a“look back” placement measure that
determinesthe percent of children placed for reasons of CA/N (placement reasons of sexual abuse, physical abuse, neglect,
abandonment, and inadequate housing other than homelessness). For those placed for reasons of CA/N in a given quarter
for mor e than three days, wereport the per centage who had a previous placement episode also with CA/N-related reasons
lasting > 3 days. The previous episode must have closed at least two days befor e and within 12 months of the start of the
current episode to be counted. (All episode outcomes are counted.) This measure using reason codes replaced the previous
measur e that counted placementswith CPS program codes; trends and office-level data were re-calculated using thereason
codes back to thethird quarter of 1996 (FY 1997).
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PERMANENCY: TRENDS IN PLACEMENT

Children in Out of Home Care
Number of children in DCFS custody in open placement episodesin a given month with lengths of
stay/timein care of > 60 days (in-home dependencies excluded).

Trend Analysis: All regions have demonstrated a decrease or leveling off of the number of kids in
care with the Recently the number of children in care has begun to increase. Regions 5 and 6
continue to demonstrate leveling off or slight decreases. Region 4 has shown a very slight increas
following several months of decrease.
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Explanatory Notes and Calculation Details: For children in DCFS custody only and in care for > 60 days; in-home
dependencies excluded. This measure was recalculated following a lar ge-scale data clean up effort in thefield. The
previoudly reported statewide increase in number of children in placement was apparently due to a substantial number of
incorrectly documented episodes, and in lesser part to the cumulative effects of improperly documented in-home
dependencies: episodes of out of home care with the final event being recor ded as an in-home dependency, then the
episode | eft open.
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Permanency: Trends in Placement

Office Entry/Exit Ratio

AuUGUST 2002

Ratio of placement episode entries to exits for each office, for agiven fiscal year, for children with

lengths of stay/timesin care of > 60 days.

days) entering placement than leaving placement.

Trend Analysis: If the number of children entering placement exceeds the number exiting
placement during the same period, the entry/exit ratio will be larger than one and the number of
children in open placement episodes will continue to increase. Thus, offices with entry/exit ratios
larger than one for a given fiscal year consistently have more children in longer-term care (> 60

Office Entry/Exit Ratio, FY 2000
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Office 737 (Friday Harbor): records indicate 3 entries and no exitsin FY 2000
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Permanency: Trends in Placement

Number of Placement Entries, Exits, and Placement Rate

Number of children in DCFS custody entering and exiting placement episodes in a given month, for
all lengths of stay; and the proportion of investigated child victimsin CPS referrals placed from
three days before to 12 months after referral.

State Trend, Number of Placement Entries and Exits
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Explanatory Notes and Calculation Details: This measureis determined using our new method of correcting placement
episode recordsfor incorrectly documented in-home dependencies. The trendswere calculated in October, 2001.

Data Integration & Distribution Unit 6



CHILDREN’S ADMINISTRATION AuUGUST 2002
OUTCOMES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

Permanency: Trends in Placement

Trend Analysis: Following sharp decreases for the state and most regions, the number of out-of-
home dependencies has again begun to increase.

The number of children becoming legally free has fluctuated between 280 and 320 per quarter
since 1997, except for marked decrease during the previous two quarters of 253 and 214.

Number of Out of Home Dependencies Established

State and Regional Trends, Dependencies Established

400 1000
350 950

300 /’\ 900
250 A / \ 850
\ / v —+ 800

(2]
5
e m ﬁq’ !
150 4 L 750
\
100 1255 SZ 700
50 650
0 T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 600

T
Qcab o é\ Q@'\ Q’\ S ‘quQ’ Qc?’ ® & qu Qqq P 000 QQQ S \o"’(\o"’Qo\’ NN
G &s\’ L @Q’s\"‘ FF &@ o @Q’s\’ L &s\‘f\@@o N

(\ \, Q \. (\ \, Q (\
R S s R RS e R N R AR R SEN e
| Reg 1 Reg 2 =—#—Reg 3 =¥—Reg 4 —®—Reg 5 Reg 6 =——State |

Number of Children Becoming Legally Free

State and Regional Trends, Children Becoming Legally Free
120 400

100

80

60

Regions

=
(o]
o

QOSO ® & 3 Qé\ S X QQ»Q’Q ® P P ISP ES S &S Qe"’ NN
F @'z’s\’* T @'z’s\’* FF @'z’s\’ IS A @'3’30 FF

N
D i A Y T Y Y Y
Reg 1 Reg 2 =#—Reg 3 =%¥=Reg 4 —®=—Reg 5 Reg 6 == State

State

State

Explanatory Notes and Calculation Details: These measur es ar e counts of dependencies established (unduplicated counts
of children in out of home care only) and children becoming legally free during the specified quarters. The count of
dependenciesincludes a small proportion of children where disposition orders of out of home carearefound in CAMIS
legal actionsbut no dependency orders. The count of children becoming legally freeincludes children reaching that
statuswhilein guardianships aswell asthosein out of home care. Thetrendswerefirst calculated in December, 2001.
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Permanency: Trends in Placement

Number of Children in Paid Care and Adoption Support
Number of children in paid care, for all custodies, types, lengths and costs of care, including
guardianships and tribal custody; and number of children with adoption support.

Trend Analysis: While the number of children in paid foster care has remained steady or shown a
slight decline when measured across the entire state, the number of children with adoption support

has been increasing exponentially; the most recent quarters show a drop in the rate of increase.

State Trends, Number of Children in Paid Care & Adoption Support
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Explanatory Notes and Calculation Details: Reported from SSPS payment recor ds, as the (unduplicated) number of
children receiving paymentsfor care of any type or amount in a given quarter.
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Permanency: Trends in Placement

Number of Children in Paid Care and Adoption Support
Number of childrenin paid care, for al custody types, lengths and costs of care, including
guardianships and tribal custody; and number of children with adoption support.

Trend Analysis: While the overall State trend in the number of children in paid care has remained
nearly constant over the past four years (see previous page), regions 5 and 6 have shown a definite
increase over the last year (with recent declines) and region 4 has shown a marked decrease. All
regions show a marked increase in the number of children with adoption support, with region 6
showing the largest proportional increase and the highest number of children.
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Explanatory Notes and Calculation Details: Reported from SSPS payment recor ds, as the (unduplicated) number
of children receiving paymentsfor care of any type or amount in a given quarter.
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PERMANENCY: INCREASE PERMANENCY FOR CHILDREN IN
OuT-0OF-HOME CARE

Adoptions: Percents of all children in care, and of all legally free
children with plan of adoption

Trend Analysis: While the number of adoptions has increased in recent years, the proportion of
children adopted as a percentage of all children in longer-term care has declined from 14% in FY
1999 to 10% in FY 2001, reflecting the increase in the number of children remaining in care.

Proportions Adopted in FY 2001

Percent Adopted Percent Adopted
Region of all childrenin care > 60 days of al legaly free children with plan of adoption
1 11% 34%
2 7% 36%
3 10% 30%
4 12% 33%
5 11% 30%
6 8% 34%
State 10.3% 32.3%
Proportions Adopted in FY 2000
Percent Adopted Percent Adopted
Region of all childrenin care > 60 days of al legaly free children with plan of adoption
1 13% 36%
2 6% 28%
3 14% 32%
4 9% 24%
5 13% 29%
6 14% 42%
State 11.7% 31.1%
Proportions Adopted in FY 1999
Percent Adopted Percent Adopted
Region of al childrenin care > 60 days of all legally free children with plan of adoption
1 18% 48%
2 10% 35%
3 16% 35%
4 9% 24%
5 14% 31%
6 19% 49%
State 14.0% 35.2%

Explanatory Notes and Calculation Details: Theseand all other adoption measures are deter mined from counts of episode
closures with the placement result of adoption.
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AuUGUST 2002

Permanency: Alternative Stability Measures

Percent with no more than 2 placement homes per year in care

For children currently in care for at least one year.

per Year in Care

Per cent with < 2 Homes

Trend Analysis: The State and all regions have shown a Regional Performance,
general decline in this measure since late 1996; compared end of FY 2001
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Explanatory Notes and Calculation Details: The Federal stability measure only considersthe number of placement events
during the (up to) first 12 monthsin care. In order to provide a more complete picture of stability, we also report this
measur e for children currently in carefor morethan oneyear (DCFS custody only): the proportion with two or fewer
different principle places of residence (unduplication by unique business I D) per year in care, counted across all episodes
if children have been in care multipletimes (i.e., if a child residesin the same home on multiple occasions, only one home
iscounted), after first applying the same event exclusion rules: respite, on-the-run, juvenilerehabilitation, detention, in-
home dependencies, hospital, and events contiguousin time after these events are removed wher e the placement business
ID hasnot changed. In addition, ANY type of event of lessthan 31 days duration that occurs between two eventswith the
same business I D are excluded (only the first of such multiple“events’ is counted). These exclusionsareintended to
approximate, as closely as possible, a count of only the child’s principal places of residence. Thetrendswerefirst
calculated in December, 2001 and include our new method of correcting for in-home dependencies.
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Permanency: Alternative Stability Measures

Placement Stabilization
Percent of children currently in care for at least two years with no moves during their most recent
full year of care, or areduction in moves of two or more compared to their previous full year in care

Trend Analysis: Regions 1 and 3 continue to make Regio”da' f‘;::ozrgzﬁnce'
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Explanatory Notes and Calculation Details: The Federal stability measure only considersthe number of placement events
during the (up to) first 12 monthsin care. In order to provide a more complete picture of stability, we also report this
measur e of placement stabilization: for children currently in carefor morethan two years (DCFS custody only): the
proportion of children with either no movesduring their most recent full year in care, or areduction of moves of two ore
mor e compared to their previousfull year in care. Thismeasurethuscountsas a successa child previously in an unstable
placement who later becomes stabilized. The same events ar e excluded from these counts: respite, on-the-run, juvenile
rehabilitation, detention, in-home dependencies, hospital, and events contiguousin time (after these events are removed)
wherethe placement business I D has not changed. In addition, ANY type of event of lessthan 31 days duration that occurs
between two eventswith the same business I D are excluded (only thefirst of such multiple“events’ iscounted). These
exclusions are intended to approximate, as closely as possible, a count of only the child’s principal places of residence. The
trendswerefirst calculated in December, 2001 and include our new method of correcting for in-home dependencies.
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Permanency: Time in Care

Number in Care More Than Two Years and Median Time in Care

AuUGUST 2002

For reference, numbers of children in care for more than two years and trends in the median time in
care for children in care > 60 days (open placements) are shown below.

Trend Analysis: The trends in the number of children in care for more than two years and the
median time in care mirrors the trend in the percentage of all children in care for more than two
years: there was a decrease from 1997 to late 2000, with a more recent, unfavorable increase.

Number of children in care for more than two years, as of end of reporting period

Median Days in Care

FY 2001 FY 2002
Region | Jul-Sep | Oct-Dec | Jan-Mar | Apr-dun | Jul-Sep | Oct-Dec | Jan-Mar | Apr-Jun
2000 2000 2001 2001 2001 2001 2002 2002
1 310 315 357 368 362 367 374
2 260 255 275 279 268 267 270
3 387 373 377 415 406 365 366
4 982 921 946 957 937 906 892
5 559 547 573 574 562 560 564
6 407 407 421 442 456 438 453
State 2905 2818 2949 3035 2991 2903 2919
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Explanatory Notes and Calculation Details: Children in DCFS custody only, in car e (open placement episodes) for more
than 60 days as of the end of the reporting period.
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